
Transitional Kindergarten 

The  gift of time...



What is TK? Transitional kindergarten is the first  year of a two year kindergarten program. TK was created for our younger kindergarten students who turn five between September and December.



Why do we need TK?
After the Kindergarten Readiness Act 
was passed in 2010, the age eligibility 
for kindergarten changed, displacing  
students previously eligible for 
kindergarten. In response,  transitional 
kindergarten was created to provide 
our youngest students  with social and 
academic experience in the classroom. 
This gift of time will help our students 
transition smoothly into elementary 
school.



How is TK Different?
In TK, we will use the same core 
curriculum as kindergarten with 
modifications and developmentally 
appropriate practices. The 
emphasis will be placed on 
developing oral language skills and 
providing integrated experiences in 
language and literacy, math, the 
arts, science, and social studies. We 
will also place a large focus  on 
social-emotional and physical  
development.



What are the standards?
TK is meant as a bridge 
between  preschool and 
kindergarten. As such, we use 
the California Preschool 
Learning Foundations AND 
Common Core State 
Standards for Kindergarten 
to reach all the needs of 
these students. TK students 
will have two years to master 
the kindergarten standards.



What about Reading Readiness?
In TK, we will focus on 
foundational skills in 
reading, such as letter 
name, letter-sound  
correspondence, rhyming 
and practice with high 
frequency words. Having the 
time to truly master these 
skills will help to create a 
lifelong love for reading.



Wondering about math?
We will focus on 
recognizing numbers up 
to 20, counting with 1 to 1 
correspondence up to  50, 
adding and subtracting 
with  manipulatives and 
pictures,  sorting, shapes, 
patterns, colors  and days 
of the week.



social & Emotional Growth?
Our youngest students require 
more  opportunities for movement 
and peer to peer social 
interactions than our  traditional 
kindergarten students. To 
accommodate our TK students, we 
have multiple opportunities carved 
out during our day to meet these 
needs. We will have structured and 
unstructured times for the 
development of social interactions 
as well as motor skills (gross and 
fine).



Before the first day...
● You can help your child prepare, emotionally, for TK by talking about it. 

Explain to them that TK is fun and they are going to make new friends, play 
with new things, and have super fun and nice TK teachers. Getting them 
excited about TK at the big kid school is only going to help the transition. 
Even after all the preparation, tears are likely. It is very common.  

● Take the summer to build your child’s independence. Things like opening 
their lunch containers and baggies, working zippers and buttons, getting 
themselves dressed and knowing bathroom etiquette are going to help 
your child transition into their new learning environment and feel like a “big 
kid.”



Things to know!
School HOURS for TK will be from 8:30 to 1:30 Monday and Wednesday through Friday. TUESDAY hours 
are from 8:30-1:05. The gate opens at 8:00 for all children to enter the school. We will have 5th grade 
students to help walk all the TK students to their line after the first day. Parents are ONLY permitted to 
walk  their children in on the first day.

SNACK & LUNCH are eaten at school. Prepare a snack and lunch for your child or PURCHASE food 
from the  cafeteria by visiting  www.BUSDfoodservices.com  Snack in the cafeteria is $1.75. Lunch in the 
cafeteria is $3.00

We love when our parents are able  to VOLUNTEER. We will be sending out a schedule and some 
classroom guidelines for volunteers AFTER our students adjust to the classroom environment. During 
this transition period, you can get ready to volunteer by getting CLEARED by the office.

We will have a SNEAK PEEK into our classroom on Friday, AUGUST 14th from 10:00-10:30. This will allow you and 
your child the opportunity to visit the classroom and meet & interact with their new classmates and teacher. 

Please inquire with the district  office for any after school CHILD CARE questions.

http://www.busdfoodservices.com/


Sample 
Daily 

Schedule

8:30 Greeting/ Question of the Day

8:45 Calendar

9:00 Number of the Week/ Math

9:20 Math Centers

9:35 Snack

10:20 Letter of the Week

11:00 ELA Centers

11:15 Phonemic Awareness

11:30 Lunch

12:15 Art/ Science/ Social Studies

1:00 STEM/ Team Building 

1:30 Pick Up



Additional TK Resources
https://tkcalifornia.org

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderi  nfo.asp

https://edsource.org/2017/understanding
-transitional-kindergarten-a-quick-  guide/585073

https://edsource.org/2015/study-  transitional-kindergarten-students-are-  better-prepared-for-school/91437

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderi

